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Friday, November 6: Thesis & Dissertation Review Deadline 
Tuesday, November 10: Application for Fall graduation due through Student 
Center 
Friday, November 13: Due date to submit nomination letter by nominating your 
professor for the Outstanding Graduate Faculty Teaching Award
Friday, November 20: Last day of regular classes
Saturday, November 21 & Monday, November 23 through November 25: Final 
Exam Period
Friday, December 4: Fall 2020 Graduate Assistant contract is complete
Friday, December 4: Last day to submit thesis/dissertation to Graduate College
Saturday, December 19: Virtual Commencement
"Take a moment to recognize what we are 
accomplishing. And, thank one person for their 
important role in re-opening our campus and 
protecting our health" 
-Dr. Jennifer J. Waldron
Dean of the Graduate College
What's Inside
Key Dates Fall 2020
The 2020 Fall semester is well underway. Sometimes I am struck by how different our campus feels. Almost immediately, 
I experience gratitude that we have classes and other operations on campus. Even with physical distancing, sharing space, 
even at a distance, enhances our sense of community. My welcome message this 
year is an expression of gratitude.
To our custodians, for their deep cleaning of our buildings and the extra time they 
take every day to keep them clean and sanitized.
To our support staff, for their willingness to answer the multitude of questions with 
patience.
To the Rod Library, for resourceful ways to allow students, faculty, and staff access to 
information and spaces for collaboration.
To our faculty, for their creativity, flexibility, and love of teaching and learning.
To the Office of the Registrar, Facilities Management, and the Provost’s Office, for 
continually improving the spacing in our classrooms.
To our IT department, for their ability to create new websites and allow us access to 
needed information.
To our Student Health Clinic, for being a liaison to our county and state health 
departments.
To our grounds crew, for keeping flowers in bloom for everyone to enjoy.
To our campus community, working together to support wellness, health, and safety.
Take a moment to recognize what we are accomplishing. And, thank one person for their essential role in re-opening our campus 
and protecting our health.
Sincerely, 
Jennifer J. Waldron, Ph.D.
Message from the Dean
Dr. Jennifer Waldron, Dean of the Graduate 
College 
Dr. Waldron collaborates with the 
faculty overseeing administration 
of graduate programs. She supports 
and promotes scholarly and creative 
research and cultivates community 
among the entire graduate community 
(staff, faculty, and students). Over the 
summer, she enjoyed camping, hiking 
sand dunes and scrambling rocks with 
her family. 
Dr. Gabriela Olivares, Associate  Dean of the 
Graduate College 
Dr. Olivares adminsters 
academic regulations and degree 
requirements. In addition to 
this, she oversees the graduate 
level curriculum and facilitates 
the Graduate College Awards for 
faculty and students. In her free 
time, she enjoys teacing Zumba 
classes.  
Susie Schwieger, Director of Graduate Student 
Life  
Susie organizes and implements 
events like the Graduate 
Student Symposium, prepares 
professional development 
workshops and is the editor 
for the very newsletter you are 
reading. In her free time, Susie 
devotes an hour per day to 
practice French using Duolingo! 
Bien joué, Susie!
Jason Cox, Graduate Admissions Coordinator
Jason works closely with UNI 
graduate programs, assisting 
with processing applications and 
troubleshooting questions or issues 
applicants and new admits encounter. 
He works with a variety of faculty, 
staff, and academic units on campus. 
Jason enjoys playing piano regularly 
and used to play in a band with high 
school friends for ten years!
Rubina Chowdhury, Secretary 
Rubina is the main liaison between 
the Graduate College and various 
constituency groups inquiring about 
graduate education. In addition, 
Rubina processes student and faculty 
forms and assists in facilitating 
Graduate College Awards and other 
Graduate College events. At home, 
Rubina enjoys singing karaoke.  
Diego Saavedra Rojas, Program Assistant, 
Graduate Funding 
Diego manages, updates, and 
improves the assistantship and 
tuition scholarship process. He 
communicates with all academic 
departments to provide content, 
support, data, and information 
and ensures all procuedures are in 
compliance. Outside of work, Diego 
enjoys sports and is able to juggle 
with any kind of ball!
Meet the Graduate 
College Staff!
We are here to serve you!
Kathryn Wohlpart, Thesis and Dissertation 
Reviewer and Digital Publication Coordinator 
Kathryn guides students through the 
thesis and dissertation completion 
process and collaborates with resources 
on campus to support scholarly and 
creative writing. She also assists with 
digital communications. Kathryn enjoys 
writing in her free time and recently 
published an 11 word non-fiction piece.  
Tabitha Decker - GA for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Initiatives 
What is your master’s program? 
PSE- Student Affairs
Where did you earn your undergraduate degree and in what? 
University of Northern Iowa - BA in Psychology
What motivated you to attend UNI for your graduate education and pursue your current field?
One of the reasons I stayed at UNI is because I enjoyed my undergraduate experience. I chose Student 
Affairs because I wanted to help students as they navigate through college. 
Describe your previous work and volunteer experience.
In the previous academic year, I was the Graduate Assistant for Communication, Training & Development in the Office of Academic 
Advising. One of the places I have volunteered in the Cedar Valley is at the World’s Window (a non-profit store on Main St in Cedar 
Falls). It is also one of my favorite places to shop.
What are your professional and career goals following your graduation from UNI?
At the moment, I am interested in Career and Academic Advising, but I am still exploring other options.
What are your leisure time interests?
Watching movies and being outside when the weather is nice (taking walks, cycling, spending time at the park, etc.)
Natalie Ita - GA for Online Content and Electronic Media 
What is your master’s program? 
Speech-Language Pathology
Where did you earn your undergraduate degree and in what? 
University of Northern Iowa - BA in Communication Sciences and Disorders
What motivated you to attend UNI for your graduate education and pursue your current field?
I was very impressed with my professors during my undergraduate studies and wanted to learn more 
about their perspectives clinically. 
Describe your previous work and volunteer experience.
I am a GA for the UNI Graduate College working with online content and electronic media. On the weekends, I work at Hy-Vee 
in the floral department and love interacting with the Cedar Falls community! Over the past summer, I worked with Green Iowa 
AmeriCorps on the Land and Water Stewards team. We worked mostly on conservation projects – it was a great experience (minus 
the poison ivy)! I enjoy volunteering my time with Big Brothers Big Sisters as a Big in the mentorship program and spent many hours 
during my undergraduate years volunteering at St. Stephen the Witness Catholic Student Center.
What are your research interests?
The benefits and practicality of providing early interventions for children with developmental delays.
What are your professional and career goals following your graduation from UNI?
I am open at this time to working in a variety of settings (i.e., hospitals, Early Access, schools) and with a wide range of populations 
(adults and children). My number one goal is to have the clients I work with be grateful at the end of therapy to have been receiving 
services from me. I want my clients to feel like I care about them holistically.
What are your leisure time interests? 
I enjoy spending time with friends and family, exercising (especially running), reading, writing, cooking, gardening, and crafting. I 
am open to trying most activities!
Raelynn Meade - GA for Graduate Professional and Community Development
What is your master’s program? 
Speech-Language Pathology
Where did you earn your undergraduate degree and in what? 
University of Northern Iowa – B.A. in Communication Sciences and Disorders, B.A. in Psychology
What motivated you to attend UNI for your graduate education and pursue your current field?
I appreciated the high-quality education and clinical experience I gained here during my 
undergraduate studies and wanted to continue to learn more from my professors about their different 
approaches to therapy. I also really enjoyed the research opportunities I had during my undergraduate 
career and look forward to continuing to gain research experience here. 
Describe your previous work and volunteer experience.
I worked as a nanny for several families in the Cedar Falls area and spent about 8 months working in the memory care cottages at Western Home 
Communities as a hospitality coordinator. During undergrad, I volunteered with UNI International Justice Mission, the Salt Company, and 
NSSLHA. I also volunteered at Gigi’s Playhouse, a Down Syndrome Achievement Center in Des Moines.
What are your research interests?
I completed my undergraduate thesis with Dr. Squires examining caregiver perceptions of a language development toolbox designed for children 
in foster care. I also contributed to research with Dr. Pitts concerning variability in lingual-palatal pressure generation in persons with Parkinson’s 
disease and am currently assisting Dr. Pitts with additional research regarding the effectiveness of early intervention programs for persons with 
Parkinson’s disease.   
What are your professional and career goals following your graduation from UNI?
After graduation, I hope to work as a Speech Language Pathologist in a hospital setting, working both with adults who have experienced stroke or 
traumatic brain injury, and infants who are born prematurely. 
What are your leisure time interests?
In my free time, I enjoy reading, going on walks, sitting in my hammock, exercising, and spending time with loved ones. 
Lauren Hudachek-  Graduate Assistant for Graduate Writing 
 What is your master’s program? 
 Clinical Psychology 
  Where did you earn your undergraduate degree and in what? 
Iowa State University - Psychology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice and a minor in Sociology
What motivated you to attend UNI for your graduate education and pursue your current field?
I was drawn to UNI's clinical psychology program because I share research interests with the department's 
faculty members. I also heard positive feedback from past students, all who agreed UNI was a supportive environment and an excellent resource 
for helping individuals achieve their goals.
Describe your previous work and volunteer experience.
During undergrad, I was involved in on-campus research and worked in labs that focused on topics such as sleep, the justice system, health, and 
personality. I participated in social activities, such as clubs, peer mentoring, and honors groups on campus. Because helping others is important 
to me, I also sought out volunteer opportunities like working in an emergency shelter for victims of domestic abuse.
What are your research interests?
I am interested in studying the bidirectional relationship between sleep and anxiety and how individuals cope with negative health outcomes due 
to sleep deprivation and mental illness.
What are your professional and career goals following your graduation from UNI?
After I earn my master's degree, I hope to continue on to a Ph.D. program so I can become a licensed clinician. 
What are your leisure time interests? 
While I love learning, I am also a creative person. Outside academia, I enjoy making art and cooking.
Student Resources
Graduate Student Success
 New to UNI or the graduate program? Still unsure about how to pay your 
U-Bill, navigate eLearning, or apply for a scholarship? UNI Graduate Student 
Success is here to help. At https://grad.uni.edu/graduate-student-success  you 
will find modules designed to help you successfully navigate your graduate school 
experience. These modules will remain online all year, so do not hesitate to refer 
back to them any time you have a question about what it means to be a graduate 
student, funding opportunities and payments, and campus resources designed to 
promote your academic success. 
UNI Forward Together
 In this time of uncertainty, things seem to change just about every day. 
Stay up-to-date with all of the university's announcements by visiting https://
forwardtogether.uni.edu/. This website is the best way to stay updated about 
scheduling changes, COVID-19 testing information, and resources such as free 
masks and shields.  For COVID-19 updates related specifically to the Graduate 
College, be sure to visit https://grad.uni.edu/grad-students-forward-together or 
contact gradcollege@uni.edu. 
Counseling Center
 Adjusting to life in a pandemic can be trying for us all, especially given 
the added stress of attending graduate school. The UNI Counseling Center is a 
free resource available to all UNI students who have paid the mandatory health 
fee. Their services include up to five individual therapy sessions, crisis services, 
couples counseling, group therapy, referrals for those requiring long-term care, 
and medication consultation. The Counseling Center is well equipped to handle 
almost any mental health issue that may arise, so do not hesistate to reach out if 
you need help. For more information visit https://counseling.uni.edu/, or call 
(319) 273-2676. In case of an emergency situation, please call 911.   
Given this unprecedented time we are living in, it is important to be aware of 
the resources that are available to help you stay healthy physically, mentally, and 
occupationally. Below are a few of the many resources you have access to as a 
graduate student at UNI. 
The following workshops are offered 
periodically throughout the semester, and are 
all being held over Zoom.
 
Men and Mental Health
This 90 minute workshop explores cultural barriers for 
males regarding seeking help related to their mental health 
concerns. This discussion based workshop focuses on 
solutions to increase help-seeking behavior in men and 
developing a more accepting culture.
Mental Health Ally Training Part 1
Part 1 of this 2 part training will introduce you to several 
facets related to mental health and give you a well-rounded 
understanding of how mental health effects everyone, with an 
emphasis on college students.
Mental Health Ally Training Part 2
This training will help you understand how to address mental 
health stigma, how to create a culture of care, and how to be 
a Mental Health Ally. Part 1 must be completed before taking 
this course.
QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer)
QPR participants will learn to identify the warning signs 
of suicide, how to ask if someone is suicidal, and refer 
them to the appropriate resources. QPR is 90 minutes and 
participants receive a 3 year certificate.
The following workshops are currently not 
scheduled, but you can submit a request to have 
these, or any of the workshops listed to the left 
presented for your department or organization.
Test Anxiety
Test anxiety effects about 1 in 4 students on average. Being 
able to recognize and address test anxiety is vital in achieving 
your academic goals. This 60 minute workshop aims at helping 
students learn to identify the signs of test anxiety, understand 
the underlying causes, and gain the knowledge and skills 




Time is a precious commodity while in college and it only 
makes sense to learn to use what time you do have to the 
fullest. This 60 minute workshop explores common time 
mismanagement and presents key skills and specific tools to 
take charge of your time and make the most of it.
 
Resilience
We face many adversities as we work towards earning an 
education and balancing life’s challenges on a daily basis. Being 
resilient enables us to recover from these times and maintain 
our course without interruption. This 60 minute workshop 
focuses on learning what resilience is, how to build it, and how 
to recover from significant life events. 
The UNI Counseling Center also offers several training and certification 
workshops throughout the semester. For more detailed information and to enroll 
in any of the courses described below, please visit: https://c
Trainings and Workshops
Describe your educational background. 
I was born and raised in Lawrence, KS where I attended the University of Kansas and 
earned a B.S. in Biology (Genetics). I earned a Ph.D. in Genome Science in Technology 
from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, where I focused specifically on stem cell-
mediated regeneration of the intestinal epithelium in Heliothis virescens. This work 
was completed in the lab of Dr. Juan Luis Jurat-Fuentes at the University of Tennessee 
Institute of Agriculture. For my postdoctoral training, I moved to Oklahoma State 
University (Stillwater, OK) and worked with Dr. Tyrrell Conway in the Microbiology 
and Molecular Genetics Department studying mechanisms of Escherichia coli nutrient 
acquisition in the mammalian intestine. 
Describe your employment experience.
My pathway to UNI has been somewhat unconventional. After undergrad, I worked 
as a scientist at Xenotech L.L.C. (Lenexa, KS), specializing in assisting pharmaceutical 
researchers with in vitro preclinical studies on drug metabolism. From there, I moved 
to the genomic and proteomic laboratory of Hill’s Pet Nutrition (Topeka, KS), testing 
the in vitro effects of novel ingredients on feline and canine gene expression. The 
interactions with world-renowned scientists and access to state-of-the-art facilities 
piqued my scientific curiosity, and I began applying to graduate programs.
What courses do you teach? What do you enjoy the most about teaching?
I teach Cell Structure and Function lecture and laboratory. There are numerous aspects of teaching I enjoy most. First, I would put the 
creative freedom I have to find ways of engaging the minds of students. This includes finding a healthy mix of styles that reach visual 
and verbal learners. Next is that I am continually learning more about biology. Scientists make new discoveries every day, meaning I will 
always have some catching up to do. Finally, I get to build relationships with everyone in the UNI Biology Department. We have a great 
lineup over here in McCollum. Come check us out!
What advice do you have for current graduate students to survive and thrive in graduate school?
I have two pieces of advice. First, identify a personal reason you will finish. Your advisor has already navigated graduate school. While 
they want to see you succeed, they cannot want the graduate degree more than you. Second, find an extracurricular hobby that has 
very few ties to your graduate studies. Graduate school time commitments can seem overbearing at times, so it is nice to have a way of 
decompressing. For me, it was and still is exercising. 
How has the COVID-19 pandemic changed your teaching experience?.
This is the beginning of my second year at UNI. I taught two months face-to-face last spring, and my lecture is asynchronously online this 
fall. Finding ways to engage students using exclusively online platforms has heightened my attention to detail and reinforced the need to 
be very deliberate. One aspect of face-to-face instruction that we all recognize gets lost when transitioning online is the immediacy with 
which we can ask and answer questions as well as read facial expressions. Now, I am more reliant on students to tell me when they do not 
understand things through email, when we cannot use Zoom. It is a challenge, but I think we will get through it together, if we extend one 
another a little bit of grace and compassion.
Faculty Profile: Dr. Jerreme Jackson
Alumni Profile: Dr. Guy Sims
Why did you attend UNI for your graduate program?
      In 1996, I was looking for the opportunity to return to 
school to earn my doctorate. I was fortunate to secure a 
position at UNI in the Division of Student Affairs, serving as 
an Assistant Director in Maucker Union.  That opportunity 
allowed me to enroll in the Ed.D. in Educational Leadership.
 
How are you using your graduate degree? 
      Not long after earning my degree, I secured a position 
at Virginia Tech as the Assistant Vice-President for Student 
Affairs.  After seven years at VT, I moved to Bluefield State 
College as the Assistant to the President for Equity, Diversity, 
and Inclusion. Recently, I transitioned into the role of the 
Dean of Student at Bluefield State.
 
Describe your work experience in higher education. 
      I began my higher education career as an admissions counselor which eventually led to being the Assistant Director of Student 
Activities at Lincoln University (PA).  Knowing I needed a master’s degree to advance in the field, I left Lincoln to return to 
admissions work at Montgomery County Community College (PA).  This allowed me to attend Arcadia University (PA) to earn a 
master’s in Educational Leadership since my admissions travel was only within the county.  After moving to San Diego, I first secured 
a position at National University in admissions but had the opportunity to work for the Department of the Navy, serving naval 
personnel in the Education Center.  During that time I earned a second master’s in Human Behavior.  After six years in San Diego, I 
moved to Iowa. 
In addition to your professional experience in higher education, you are also a published author. How did you get 
started and who has influenced you as a writer? 
      I have always been a writer and like many writers had dreams of being published.  My favorite styles of writing were poetry, short 
stories, and plays.  In 1989, I had the opportunity to bring those styles together to co-create with my brother the comic book series, 
Brotherman.  After seven years and more than 750 copies sold independently, we stopped the comic book to focus on our families 
and careers.
      Since then I have had two graphic novels published: Brotherman Revelation and the graphic novel adaptation of Walter Dean 
Myers’ Monster (Harper-Collins).  I also have a published novel, Living Just A Little.
Due to the cultural impact of Brotherman on the modern Black Comic book movement, the works of Brotherman have been 
archived at the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington D.C.  My personal works are 
also archived in the Auburn Avenue Research Library in Atlanta, GA, Emory University, Clark University, and Lincoln University.  My 
works have also been the subject of several dissertations and documentaries. 
Please share a memorable moment at UNI. 
      I had so many memorable experiences at UNI I can’t list them all but the common denominator was the quality of people I worked 
with: the leaders, my professional peers, and of course, the students, all came together to make my time at UNI unforgettable and the 
model for what a positive work environment should be
A selection of Dr. Sims' work is also available at the Rod Library. 
 Did you know that as a UNI student you have access to thousands of professional development, technology-related, and 
creative skills courses, free of charge? You have probably heard of LinkedIn before, but you may not know about their online 
educational program that provides you with personalized tutorials tailored to your individual needs and interests. To begin, 
simply go to https://elearning.uni.edu/linkedin-learning and click on “Login to Linkedin Learning”. It only takes a few 
minutes to fill out your information and choose topics that you are interested in, and from there you are met with a dashboard 
filled with courses selected just for you. The courses range in duration but usually fall within 20 – 60 minutes. 
 Unlike other professional development platforms you may have utilized in the past, LinkedIn Learning allows you to view 
their courses' different modules and skip to the desired section(s). While all of the information in the course may be helpful, as 
graduate students you may not always have time to spend hours clicking through lengthy modules. This feature allows you to 
focus on the areas you are most interested in within a course, and skip past the areas that are not of interest to you. LinkedIn 
Learning also provides a course learning objective set and downloadable materials to help you take notes and follow along. 
Professional Development
A Course Under a Microscope
You may have been asked in an interview what your biggest 
strength is. This is often a hard question for interviewees to 
master. One popular course featured on LinkedIn Learning, 
titled, Discovering Your Strengths, helps you better answer that 
question.
 
“Understanding what you do best is essential to succeeding 
professionally. But often we are unclear on our own strengths. 
Join leadership expert Dave Crenshaw on a journey of self-
discovery, as he walks you through a simple framework to 
identify your strengths. Discover your natural gifts, your 
passions, your skills, and your greatest abilities. Dave shares 
specific exercises to help you pinpoint what you should focus on 
doing (and what you should avoid) to develop your strengths and 
increase your value as an employee.” 




Are you looking to decrease stress, anxiety, and other negative emotions? Looking to give back to our Cedar Valley community? 
The Volunteer Center of Cedar Valley can connect you to numerous volunteer opportunities on any given day.  The needs in the 
Cedar Valley are always present and volunteering has been proven to boost positive emotions and increase general well-being in 
individuals who volunteer and the communities they serve. To promote volunteering, the Center hosted a Virtual Volunteer Fair 
from September 2nd through September 18th promoting safe volunteering opportunities. The fair connected students to several 
community organizations which are offering both onsite and virtual volunteer experiences. If you missed the fair, don’t fret! The 
opportunities to volunteer are still available here. 
Volunteer Fair Recap
Applying for jobs or graduate programs can be an 
intimidating process. Approach applications and 
interviews with confidence by getting your resume 
reviewed before you apply.  Contact the Director of 
Graduate Student Life, Susie Schwieger at susan.
schwieger@uni.edu to receive feedback on your 
resume!
Need Resume Help?Need Writing Help?
Kathryn Wohlpart, Thesis & Dissertation Reviewer, will 
be available via appointment to answer general process 
questions, guide you to writing and research support, assist 
with citations and citation management, and help with 
formatting per Graduate College requirements. Use the 
Thesis & Dissertation Appointment Calendar to receive 
help and support on your journey to completing your 
master's thesis or doctoral dissertation.
Lauren Hudachek, the GA for Graduate Writing, will be 
offering appointments for students to request support on 
various types of writing. She's available as a peer mentor to 
help students plan, draft, and revise written works ranging 
from class papers to non-thesis research projects. The GA 
for Graduate Writing will also assist students with finding 
various resources across campus to continue improving 
their work.
Please use the GA for Graduate Wrting Appointment 
Request Calendar to request an appointment slot. Note: 
appointments need to be scheduled at least 24 hours 
in advance and will be held via Zoom unless another 
accommodation is required.
The UNI Wellness and Recreation Center (WRC) is 
offering their first annual cross training competition 
on Saturday, November 14th in the new Panther 
Performance Center. The competition is open to all 
students, beginners or advanced, and will consist of 
circuit training events with co-ed teams. You can train 
throughout the semester by attending the UNI Cross 
Training classes offered by Group Fitness. Click here 
for more details. 
WRC Hosts Cross-Training Competition
Student Accolades
MBA Students Complete Capstone Presentations 
Two teams of MBA candidates worked with Cedar Valley organizations over the past six months and presented their 
professional analysis and recommendations to faculty and business professionals at the beginning of July.
The consulting projects are the final requirement of the University of Northern Iowa's MBA program, one of just a handful of 
MBA programs across the U.S. that require students to serve as consultants for existing businesses. The teams were introduced 
to their clients last January, presented a project proposal to the MBA faculty in April, and then worked with a faculty mentor to 
complete the planned work by the end of June.
Pragati Sharma, Anne Shepherd, Crystal Weber, and Sarah Wilson worked with Heavy Equipment Manufacturing (HEM) 
in Grundy Center. Their project was developed in response to a request for a strategy for expanding international marketing 
efforts.
Renee Christoffer, David Peyton, Kyle Soldwisch, and Ada Wang comprised a team to assist United Equipment Accessories 
(UEA), located in Waverley, with a strategic planning project.
The teams were mentored by Dr. Sarah Rosol, Capstone Experience Coordinator, and advised by a faculty committee consisting 
of Dr. Zhongdong (Ronnie) Chen, Assistant Professor of Finance, and Dr. Nick Bailey, Assistant Professor of Management.
The teams’ recommendations were presented at the annual MBA Capstone Conference, held virtually on July 7. The conference 
allows faculty, students and executive reviewers to evaluate how well the results met the individual business’ objectives and 
each team's contribution to the on-going success of the firm.
Conference guests included Dr. Leslie Wilson, Dean of the College of Business Administration, Dr. Mary Connerley, Associate 
Dean of the College of Business Administration, and Susie Schwieger, Director of Graduate Student Life. 
Crystal Weber presents her team's proposal 
via Zoom. Weber's group worked with Heavy 
Equipment Manufacturing in Grundy Center. 
Kyle Soldwisch presents his team's proposal via 
Zoom. Soldwisch's group worked with United 
Equipment Accessories in Waverly. 
Student Accolades
Marine Pepanyan
 Marine Pepanyan is a doctoral student and 
adjunct instructor in UNI's Curriculum and Instruction 
program.  Marine, along with Dr. Mason Kuhn, assistant 
professor of elementary education, Denise Tallakson, 
instructor in elementary education, and Marissa 
Schweinfurth (B.A. elementary education) of Irving 
Elementary School in Waterloo, was accepted by the 2020 
American Educational Research Association conference 
that was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Their 
work is titled "Measuring Executive Function Skills of 
Students With High Adverse Childhood Experiences 
After an Art-Integration Program."
 Pepanyan, along with Dr. Sohyun Meacham, 
associate professor of literacy education, and Dr. 
Stephanie Logan, former assistant professor of 
elementary education, also published an article on 
"International Students' Alienation in a U.S. Higher Ed 
Institution" in the Journal of Multicultural Education. 
Laura Carpenter
 Laura completed an M.A. in Hisotry in May 2020 
at UNI. Her thesis was titled, "Labor's Unsettled Vagrancy: 
The Rise and Fall of the Hobo Labor Movement, 1865-
1929." She is currently earning her Ph.D. in American 
Studies at the University of Iowa.  
The Department of Communication Disorders is pleased to announce the 
following alumni have earned doctoral degrees in 2019-2020: 
• Katie Bangert (BA 10, MA 12) earned a Ph.D. from University of Minnesota 
• Carly Dinnes (BA 12, MA 14) earned a Ph.D. from University of Nebraska 
• Manaswita Dutta (MA 13) earned a Ph.D. from Indiana University 
• Kari Lien (BA 13, MA 15) earned a Ph.D. from Arizona State University
As mentioned in the Take Care Tip, social well-being is one 
of the Dimensions of Wellness. Communal environments 
and experiences are different because of the pandemic, but 
we can still work to meet our relational needs. Here are 
some social, yet socially distant events occurring on campus 
and in the Cedar Valley to consider attending. 
College Hill Farmers Market: Every Thursday on College Hill 
from 4-6pm through October. 
UNI Film Appreciation Club: Shows movies every Friday at 
7pm in Kamerick Art Building Room 111
Gallagher Bluedorn Events: 
Drive-In Movies
 o An Officer and a Gentleman – Friday, September  
 25, 8:00 pm (Lot opens at 7:00 pm)
Tickets start at $25 per car (plus fees). Movie showing will 
take place in the south lot of GBPAC (ITC South Lot 8392 
University Avenue, Cedar Falls)
 o Poetic Justice – Friday, October 9, 8:00 pm (Lot  
 opens at 7:00 pm)
Tickets start at $25 per car (plus fees). Movie showing will 
take place in the south lot of GBPAC (ITC South Lot 8392 
University Avenue, Cedar Falls)
Local Legends – GBPAC is featuring local musicians on 
Facebook live and YouTube for free!
 o Zoot and Next – Thursday, September 24, 7:00 pm 
 o Dead Presidents – Thursday, October 8, 7:00 pm
 o Percussion Duo – Thursday, October 22, 7:00 pm
 o UNI Composers – Thursday, November 5, 7:00 pm
 o Stephanie Ycaza – Thursday, November 12, 7:00 pm
 o Stackhouse – Thursday, November 19, 7:00 pm
Take Care Tip Social Yet Socially Distanced
Social Wellness 
 Staying healthy is about much more than just eating 
right and exercising. Given our current situation with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it is more important than ever to 
focus on finding safe ways to maintain your social well-
being. Social wellness in one of the eight dimensions of 
wellness, and is our ability to connect and relate with the 
people around us. Our social wellness is dependent on our 
ability to build and maintain positive relationships.  So how 
can you safely stay socially connected in our new socially 
distanced world? Try out some of these COVID-19 friendly 
activities!
  • Have a virtual movie night
  • Go for a walk
  • Hammock 
  • Have a campfire
  • Go on a bike ride
  • Call a friend on the phone
  • Enjoy a picnic
Get creative and find ways to stay engaged with others while 
still protecting the physical health of everyone involved. 
Explore a new topic each month in 
GRAD SOURCE 





Wri�ng & Research Tips 
 
Doctoral & Masters Net 
Argumentation Graduation Prep Job Prep Wellness 
Academic Writing  Research Design Getting Published 
Critical Thinking Thesis Design Academic Hacks 
& Tools 
Your digital professional development services are 
powered by DoctoralNet and MastersNet — providing 
services across 10 topics tags as shown above. 




Be sure to check out the Handbook 
for information about on-campus and 
off-campus resources!






Over 1 million print volumes
Access to over 100,000 electronic resources
Visit website for special hours













7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
noon   - 5.p.m.
noon   - 10 p.m.
Publish to UNI ScholarWorks 
for greater accessibility
Study rooms, quiet floor, collaborative 







If we don’t have it, 
request it!










WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR SUCCESS
www.library.uni.edu
What is the UNI Grad 
Student News?
UNI Grad Student News is a quarterly 
newsletter featuring news and 
updates concerning graduate 
education at the University of 
Northern Iowa. Each issue features 
profile stories on graduate students, 
faculty, staff, and notable alumni. UNI 
Grad Student News is unique in that 
it publishes news submitted directly 
from graduate students and faculty. 
How and What Can I Submit 
as News?
Complete the Submission Form 
at https://grad.uni.edu/online-
submission-form. Submissions can 
include information about recent 
conferences you have attended, 
academic accomplishments, or 
upcoming departmental events. 
We Welcome Your News!
Submisison Deadlines for Fall 2020 Issues:
November 4, 2020
Editors












Who Receives the Newsletter?
All graduate students, faculty, and 
staff receive the newsletter via email. 
You can always view previous and 
current issues of UNI Grad Student 
News at https://grad.uni.edu/grad-
student-news. 
GRADUATE COLLEGE STAFF AND CONTACT 
INFORMATION
With any questions or concerns feel free to contact the Graduate College staff  listed below. 
The Graduate College| 110 Lang Hall |(319)-273-2748 | https://www.grad.uni.edu/
               
Dr. Jennifer Waldron
Dean of the Graduate College /Associate Vice 
President for Research & Innovation 
jennifer.waldron@uni.edu 
Dr. Gabriela Olivares 
Associate Dean of the Graduate College
gabriela.olivares@uni.edu
Susie Schwieger

















Graduate Assistant for Online Content and 
Electronic Media
Raelynn Meade
Graduate Assistant for Graduate Professional and 
Community Development
Tabitha Decker
Graduate Assistant for Diversity, Equity and Inclu-
sion Initiatives
Lauren Hudachek
Graduate Assistant for Graduate Writing
